. However, thyroid cancer incidence is known to be still higher in at least one population not covered by this IARC publication than in Maoris and Hawaiians, namely, another Pacific Island group, New Caledonia, which is located more than 4500 km from Mururoa (Ballivet et al., 1995) . The five males and nine females who died from thyroid cancer between 1984 and 1992 resided in the Iles du Vent or in the Iles sous le Vent at time of death, i.e. more than 1000 km from Mururoa. All but one were born on islands located more than 1000 km from Mururoa, and one was born in the Tuamotu-Gambier, about 950 km from Mururoa. They were born between 1902 and 1944 and were, therefore, already aged 20 or more at the time of the first atmospheric test. Based on the experience of the Chernobyl accident in 1986 (Kazakov et al., 1992; Likhtarev et al., 1995) and of the Marshall Islands, which were contaminated by the Bravo nuclear test in 1954 (Hamilton et al., 1987) , thyroid cancer caused by massive radioiodine fallout would be expected in individuals irradiated during childhood and residing either near the site or in clusters. Contamination by radioiodine from working in nuclear installations is also an unlikely explanation for our observations, since the excess is observed mainly among women, and very few native women worked on these test sites.
The French army carried out 41 atmospheric nuclear test explosions on the atolls of Mururoa and Fangataufa in French Polynesia, between 1966 and 1974 (Bouchez and Lecomte, 1995 Likhtarev et al., 1995) and of the Marshall Islands, which were contaminated by the Bravo nuclear test in 1954 (Hamilton et al., 1987) , thyroid cancer caused by massive radioiodine fallout would be expected in individuals irradiated during childhood and residing either near the site or in clusters. Contamination by radioiodine from working in nuclear installations is also an unlikely explanation for our observations, since the excess is observed mainly among women, and very few native women worked on these test sites.
The present analysis fails to show evidence of a generalised excess of cancer mortality in French Polynesia. However, this study is limited by the very small local population living less than 500 km away from the nuclear sites (about 4000 individuals), and the high rate of unknown causes of death. A cancer registry in French Polynesia has been in existence since 1980, and we are planning to analyse these data. Our results show that an incidence study is necessary, which would be more powerful and more precise than the present mortality study. 
